
       Gary Fitt has been keeping birds for 55 years, starting with a few budgies then

progressing to finches, which have now become his passion. 

 

      From a backyard full of aviaries in Sydney, he developed extensive collections of

finches in both Narrabri and now Brisbane as his work with CSIRO moved him around.

Gary keeps a mixed collection of about 700 birds across 25 native and foreign species,

all finches, though he is gearing up to start keeping some softbills as well. In recent

years he has coordinated effective conservation breeding programs for species which

are threatened in aviculture, commencing with the African Silverbill. Such breeding

programs are likely to be increasingly needed, particularly to maintain pure strains of

some species where mutations have become extremely popular and dominate captive

populations.

      Gary has been involved with avicultural societies since the 70's when he joined

the Avicultural Society of Australia and then the Queensland Finch Society, where

he has been on the Committee since 2004 and is now in his second term as

President. While some clubs and societies struggle these days, Gary believes that

avicultural societies play a critical role in ensuring the highest standards of bird

welfare and husbandry and in encouraging young people and other interested

people to join and enjoy the fellowship of aviculture.
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            He was inaugural President of the National Finch and Softbill

Association when it was formed in 2006 (as is currently Vicepresident).

In this role he has liaised extensively with government agencies in

Queensland, and also in NSW and Victoria around issues of bird welfare,

regulatory oversight of native bird keeping and development of codes of

practice. Gary enjoys giving presentations on avicultural topics to varying

audiences from bird breeders, to ornithological groups and the general

public. 

          These days he is more deeply involved with bird conservation both

in aviculture and in the wild as Chairman and Science Advisor for the

Save the Gouldian Fund and a member of the Blackthroated Finch

Recovery Group. Gary relishes the chance to get to the Kimberley

region of Western Australia to view many of our native finches in the

natural state and coordinates science investments for Save the Gouldian

Fund and specific activities of STGF in the Kimberley around Wyndham.

          Dr Fitt is also involved with the global Red Siskin Initiative and is

working in liaison with Mike Fidler and others to develop a captive

breeding manual for the Red Siskin based on experiences and expertise

of private aviculturists in Australia. He has successfully kept Red Siskins

for only the last 5 years using both colonies and single pairs. The group

hopes this will help with captive breeding efforts elsewhere which may

help recovery of the wild populations of the Red Siskin in South

America. 
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            However, there is still much to be done to ensure the natural  habitats of this species in

Venezuela and Guyana are secure and supportive for augmentation with captive bred birds. Illegal

trapping and trade must be stopped. Whether the efforts of RSI can achieve these outcomes is still

very uncertain.


