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The Red Siskin Initiative is an international 

partnership of public and private 

institutions, communities, and individuals 

working to help understand, protect, and 

restore self-sustaining populations of this 

species across its natural historic range. 

The core strategies are captive breeding 

and reintroduction to agroforestry 

ecosystems in Venezuela and land 

protection, community stewardship and 

development of alternative livelihoods in 

Guyana. With this success, the Red Siskin 

will be a symbol of commitment to 

preserving natural heritage that will 

inspire more conservation action 

throughout the region. Key activities and 

plans are summarized below. 

• Donate funds, equipment, or your time

• Contact us about institutional
partnership

• Choose domestic - never wild - birds
   as pets

• Support efforts to reduce wildlife
trafficking

• Tell others about this project

• Learn more at www.RedSiskin.org

How You 

HelpCan
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The Red Siskin, Sporagra (carduelis) 

cucullata, is an iconic bird in northern 

South America that is threatened mainly 

by wildlife trafficking for the pet trade but 

also habitat loss. Listed in the US ESA and 

CITES Appendix I, the species is classified 

as CR in Venezuela and EN internationally 

since 1952. Formerly distributed across 

most of northern Venezuela, only a few 

isolated colonies remain today with a total 

population that may number less than a 

thousand birds. Another small but viable 

population was discovered in southern 

Guyana in 2000. Societal attachment to 

this bird is strong and it is an emblematic 

species for biodiversity conservation in 

the region that is prominently featured on 

Venezuelan money and the cover of the 

Red Book of threatened fauna.
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• Education and Threat Reduction – Research 

wildlife trafficking and trade together with 

government authorities. Conduct local and 

national education campaigns. Advocate for 

stronger intervention and enforcement. Partner 

with other zoos and conservation institutions. 

• Field Research – Estimate remaining population 

size, density and distribution and characterize 

habitat and key behaviors. Create a habitat model 

to identify candidate reintroduction sites..   

• Genomic Research – Study genetic diversity 

and purity, demographic history, and phylogenetic 

relatedness. Develop molecular tools for captive 

breeding management. 

• Captive Breeding –  Conduct research on ex 

situ colony at Smithsonian Conservation Biology 

Institute that will support Venezuelan zoos where 

birds will be bred for reintroduction. 

• Habitat Protection  - Establish IBAs leading to 

officially protected habitat in Guyana. Collaborate 

with other groups to protect threatened dry 

forests and other areas in Venezuela.

• Reintroduction – Release birds in natural areas 

and in shade coffee and cacao farms certified as 

“Bird Friendly” by Smithsonian Migratory Bird 

Center. 

• Capacity Building – Provide training in 

conservation research and ecotourism to 

Amerindian villages and especially women in 

Guyana. Establish captive breeding programs in 

Venezuela. 

• Sustainable Economic Alternatives – Establish 

a stringent shade coffee certification program in 

Venezuela and promote eco/cultural-tourism and 

sustainable coffee farms in Guyana. 

Smithsonian     
http://www.si.edu/
• National Museum of Natural History (NMNH)
• National Zoological Park (NZP)
• Conservation Biology Institute (SMBC)
• Tropical Biology Institute (STRI)

Bird Life International       
http://www.birdlife.org/

Environmental Protection Agency, Guyana    
http://www.epaguyana.org/

Instituto Venezolano de Investigaciones Cientificas   
http://www.ivic.gob.ve/

National Finch and Softbill Society     
http://nfss.org/

Parque Zoologico y Botanico Bararida 

Parque Zoologico El Pinar 
  
Provita        
http://www.provita.org.ve/

Ruhl Walker Architects       
http://ruhlwalker.com/

South Rupununi Conservation Society    
http://www.srcs.gy/


